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Creative Arts 

Children will create art in a variety of media with some 

control and own purpose. One of the central experiences for 

the children in this group is painting at the easel. This material is 

available every day and the children frequently choose to spend 

at least part of their morning at the easel. As they experiment 

with the variety of brushes, explore the colors and employ a 

variety of brush strokes, they are both learning about the media 

and beginning to use it to express ideas and thoughts. They are 

fully focused as they watch the paint develop on the paper and 

eager to show their results to each other and adults. 

Early Mathematical Discovery 

Children will say the number sequence up to at least 5. 

Counting is a part of every day at preschool. When children are 

working with blocks we talk about how many are in their stack; 

when children are serving “food” in the kitchen area we help 

them figure out how many plates they need; we spend time 

talking about how many children are in school and how many 

may be absent that day. In addition we have many puzzles and 

games which involve counting. 

Early Scientific Inquiry 

Children will observe different ways objects move and 

what happens when they interact.  The children are 

frequently engaged in this type of investigation. We see it in the 

block area when a child rolls a car down a ramp and when the 

children set up the big tube and start to launch the balls down 

it. They are deliberate in this work, often repeating the actions 

several times in order to confirm their understanding of what is 

happening. They have recently discovered the bowling game 

and delight in working at knocking the pins down by rolling 

balls and by tossing bean bags.  

Social Studies 

Children will understand the use of tools, including 

technology, for a variety of purposes. In our classroom the 

children have the opportunity to use pretend tools as they build 

with blocks. They also use real tools like magnifying glasses to 

explore the environment. When we are outdoors the children 

work hard to move snow with the shovels and to create snow 

balls with the maker. During snack they use the pitcher to pour 

their juice. While there is not a lot of technology in our 

classroom, the children are aware of our use of cameras for 

documenting their work. 

Upcoming Events 

 We have been enjoying our investigation into 

trains. The children are having fun with the trains we 

have made out of boxes and really like building a train 

with the big boxes they can fit in. We will continue 

this exploration including creating a mural about 

trains. Each child will create a name train and these 

will be added to the mural. Part of our study will 

include the idea of tracks and the way they work. The 

books we have read, the songs we have sung and the 

movement activities we done have all added to the 

study. 

 The children will be creating individual drums 

over the next couple of weeks. There will be several 

steps involved but in the end they will each have a 

drum to play. We will use these as we continue to 

develop their understanding of beat and rhythm. I’m 

sure they are going to be a big hit (all puns intended). 

 We will be celebrating Valentine’s Day on 

Tuesday February 13. The children are welcome to 

bring in cards for their classmates if they would like. 

We will have a special snack to celebrate. 

 There is no school on Tuesday Feb. 20 as a 

part of President’s Day weekend. 

 We continue to adjust our approach to the 

activities of the morning to make sure that the 

children are engaged in successful ways. We use the 

space in the back room for most of our group 

activities, but are also reintroducing the rug in the 

front room for the more active moments. As we head 

into the second half of the year something magical 

starts to happen. The children are really settled in, 

their work becomes more focused and their learning 

deepens. We will be attentive to these developments 

so that all can blossom. 

 As always if you have any questions or 

concerns, please let me know. 

  

 


