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Creative Arts 

Children will act out simple scenarios, taking on a familiar 

role for brief periods during dramatic play. During play time 

each day the children have the opportunity to engage in this 

type of play. The skills developed during dramatic play include 

learning how to articulate your ideas, designing a scenario that 

includes characters and a general story line and working with 

peers to delegate responsibilities in a cooperative way. This 

group includes many enthusiastic participants in this play. With 

adult support and repeated practice the play will grow more 

complex and intricate and reflect a more sophisticated 

understanding of the world. 

Early Mathematical Discovery 

Children will recognize and name, without counting, the 

number of objects in small groups of at least 3 or 4 objects. 

One of the ways we practice this skill with children is through 

many of the songs we sing. For instance, 5 Little Bluebirds and 

all the variations, involve removing one bird at a time and 

naming the size of the group remaining. Through the year we 

observe as the children move from being able to recognize 1 or 

2 birds in a group to being able to label the groups of three and 

sometimes four without counting.  

Early Scientific Inquiry 

Children will compare and contrast basic features of living 

things between and across groups. Our investigation of 

worms was aimed at addressing this strand of learning. As we 

closely observed the worms, paying attention to how they 

moved, what their bodies looked like, what parts they had and 

didn’t have we were able to contrast those features with those 

of people. By having the children then practice moving like 

worms they were able to feel those differences in an immediate 

way. As we also investigate other bugs, i.e. slugs, pill bugs and 

the praying mantis, the children have the opportunity to 

compare the worms across the group of bugs as well. 

Social Studies 

Children will demonstrate an understanding of some 

reasons for basic rules in the classroom. At the start of the 

year we worked with the group to develop our rules for the 

classroom. Those are posted in the room. We are able to refer 

to them throughout the year, helping the children deepen their 

understanding of the basis for those rules. For instance “Pick 

up toys” is a rule because if we don’t the toys will get broken 

and/or we won’t be able to find what we are looking for. We 

continue to reference this rule many times at clean up time. 

Upcoming Events 

 During November our focus will be two 

pronged. We have begun an investigation into babies. 

The interest in this area came mostly from the children. 

Many of the children have or will have babies in their 

families. They are eager to share what the babies are 

doing and the ways in which they are no longer babies. 

We are going to work to both deepen the understanding 

of how people change and grow over time and also use 

the topic to explore skills like sorting and sequencing. 

As a part of that study please send in or email me a 

picture of your child(ren) as babies, along with their 

length at birth. Thanks in advance for your help with 

this. 

 The second topic we will be exploring is 

gratitude. While acknowledging Thanksgiving has always 

been a part of November at PVCC, this year we have 

decided to really spend some time digging in to what it 

means to be thankful. To be thankful requires a 

perspective that is complex and sometimes a challenge 

for young children. We will be using a variety of stories 

to examine moments when the characters are feeling 

grateful and helping children to identify those feelings in 

their own lives.  

 On Wednesday Nov. 22 we will hold our 

Friendship Feast. Each child will be invited to bring in 

a small sample of their favorite food. We will then share 

that with the group as our Thanksgiving celebration. We 

are so very grateful for each child and every family that 

is a part of the PVCC community. 

 As the weather continues to grow colder, please 

remember that we will continue to start the day 

outdoors. The children will need clothing appropriate to 

the weather. On those days when the ground is wet or 

snowy it is helpful to have dry shoes or slippers to 

change into when we come inside. We will always have 

extras available as well. 

 I look forward to meeting with you in 

December. If you have any questions or concerns feel 

free to touch base before then. 


