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Cognitive Development 

Children will vary actions to observe different results. Many 

of the materials the children use offer this opportunity. Using 

the big tube to roll things down is a favorite activity for this 

group. They experiment with simply dropping balls into the 

tube as well as pushing them down into it. They are intrigued by 

the balls emergence from the bottom and are delighted when 

they roll across the room. They also vary the items they insert 

into the tube, figuring out if the plastic fish will travel to the 

bottom like the balls. They enjoy repeating these actions to 

deepen their understanding. 

Social Emotional Development 

Children will begin to control behavior by responding to 

choice and limits provided by an adult. As the children have 

settled into the routine of school, they are all growing in their 

understanding of the expectations. They have begun to 

internalize the schedule of the day and the varying expectations 

within it. They are now all consistently able and willing to sit 

during snack time, to participate in group activities and to 

accept redirection when they are using materials in 

inappropriate ways. 

Physical Development 

Children will orient pieces to match an opening and 

complete a simple insert puzzle or shape sorter. The fine 

motor coordination that is called for in this type of activity is an 

important skill for young children. We support them in this 

work by asking questions, by demonstrating different 

approaches and by recognizing their efforts. We encourage 

them to work with puzzles and small manipulative toys. This 

practice will strengthen motor skills which are needed for more 

complicated tasks including drawing and writing. 

Early Language, Communication 

and Literacy 

Children will respond to questions and follow simple 

directions. As the children grow more sophisticated in their 

use of language, they are increasingly interested in answering 

questions about their activity. We ask questions in order to 

understand their thinking and to help them recognize the 

approaches they are using to creation and problem solving. In 

some ways clean up time is the prime moment for following 

directions. Handing a child a toy and requesting that s/he put it 

where it belongs is a simple and straight forward direction and 

one they are growing in their ability to complete. 

Upcoming Events 

 Welcome back to PVCC. Here’s hoping for 

a healthy and happy 2018, with not too many snow 

days! 

 While we will continue to use music in 

many of our activities and the exploration of 

instruments will still be a favorite choice during 

playtime, we are going to be shifting our focus at 

group time during January. We are going to be 

exploring trains. Many of the children seem 

interested in the trains we have at school so it felt 

like a topic we could use to expand their 

engagement during group activities. We will be 

talking about the variety of cars on a train, the parts 

of the engine, the jobs people have on trains and 

the engineering of tracks. We will use books to 

expand the children’s understanding. We will also 

introduce poems and songs that are train related. 

We will introduce props to the pretend play area 

that will be connected to trains. So as you can tell 

there is much to be explored with this topic.  

 Music and movement will continue to be a 

center piece of the class. The delight the children 

demonstrate when engaged in this type of activity 

speaks to its power and appropriateness.  

 Reminder that the PVCC fund raising night 

at FlatBread Pizza is Tuesday January 30. Please 

join us for the evening and bring lots of friends and 

family. 

 As always if you have any questions or 

concerns please let me know. 

  

 


